
 

 

   

  

 

 
12 July 2022 
 
 
Assalamu alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh Families,  
 
InshaAllah this letter finds you in the best state of health and iman. 
 
I hope all our families had an enjoyable holiday and Eid celebration. We look forward to welcoming 
all students back on Thursday 14 July to start Semester Two. 
 
New Child Safe Standards 
 
From 1 July 2022, a new set of Child Safe Standards were introduced for all Victorian schools. To 
ensure school compliance, all schools are required to review our policies and practices to ensure 
students enjoy a safe environment where they feel empowered and protected. The revised 
standards have an increased focus on online safety, family and community engagement and 
protection of uniquely vulnerable students. In the lead-up to the introduction of the new standards, 
Minaret College has reviewed our policies, including considering feedback received from families. 
The updated policies are now available on our website (see ‘Our College’ section then ‘Policies’ 
page). Questions or feedback regarding our policies can be emailed to admin@minaret.vic.edu.au at 
any time. 
 
Student Leave 
 
Alhamdulillah we are now in a position where travel has become more feasible, and I expect many 
families will have taken advantage of the school holidays to reconnect with families and loved ones. 
We also see families making arrangements to visit family abroad. Therefore, I must remind families 
of our leave application process. The last two years have been quite volatile in terms of student 
learning. Alhamdulillah this year teachers are working hard to close the gap for students both 
socially and academically – these efforts are jeopardised if students are not at school for lengthy 
periods. We also understand that students spending time with extended family is also important for 
their well-being, and so this presents a unique challenge for families and the College.  
 
If you are planning to have your child be away from school for three days or longer, families must 
submit a leave application. This should be done as early as possible but no less than two weeks prior 
to the intended travel date. 
 
When submitting your application, please be mindful of the following: 

• In general, requests for up to one week will be approved 

• Leave for longer than one week will not be approved – especially after long periods of online 
learning, we are of the view that greater than one-week discretionary leave puts each 
student further at risk 
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• If a family still decides to be absent for longer than one week, the following will apply: 
o Students will be marked as absent 
o Overall attendance records will be considered when deciding if a student should 

repeat their current year level in 2023.  
o Further information regarding the promotion of students each year can be found in 

our Student Promotion Policy (available on our website) 
o School fees will continue to apply during the leave period. Bus fees must also still be 

paid unless the service is cancelled and the family reapply on return (which may 
result in a waiting period). 

 
Please also note, lengthy absences without explanation may result in enrolment being withdrawn 
and families will need to reapply on their return – this may result in them being added to a waiting 
list depending on year level. 
 
Daily attendance 
 
Parents are reminded that students are expected to be at school each day at 8:25am, which is 
when the first warning bell sounds. Students then have 5 minutes to make their way to form class 
and morning Quran recitation which starts promptly at 8:30am. We ask for our parents support to 
ensure students are at school before 8:25am each day. Student attendance and punctuality will be 
monitored closely in Semester Two. 
 
2023 Term Dates 
 
Term Dates for next year have now been finalised. Please refer to the table below. 
 

Term Student Start Date Student End Date Comments 

1 Mon 30 January Thurs 6 April Labour day – Monday 13 March 

2 Wed 26 April Fri 23 June Anzac Day – Tuesday 25 April 
Queens Birthday Holiday – Monday 12 June 

3 Tues 11 July Fri 15 September  

4 Mon 2 October Fri 1 December Student Free Day – Monday 6 November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday – Tuesday 7 Tuesday 

 
My team and I look forward to a productive and fun-filled semester with our students InshaAllah. In 
the coming weeks, both primary and secondary teams will distribute student reports. If you haven’t 
already done so, please ensure you have signed up to the Sentral Parent Portal as we will also be 
distributing reports directly via the portal. If you require assistance to sign up, please contact the 
Admin team at your child’s respective campus. 
 
May Allah (swt) continue to protect our families and strengthen us all with sabr and iman. Ameen. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

 
 

Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal 

 


